US War in Afghanistan Background
· Intervention in Afghan civil war after 9/11 attacks
[image: http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnnnext/dam/assets/120608031936-u-s-troops-afghanistan-test-range-story-top.jpg]
· Goals were to dismantle Al-Qaeda: an Islamic terrorist organization, and to remove the Taliban: an Islamic fundamentalist regime, from power
[image: http://www.worldatlas.com/img/areamap/continent/middle_east_map.gif]
Soviet/Afghan War
· Soviet version of the Vietnam War
· Soviets had superior weaponry, but no home field advantage
· War fought from 1978-1992 between the Mujahidin: anti-Communist Muslims and Afghan/Soviet forces
[image: http://www.trustineducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/modjakhedy-3.jpg]
· Soviets wanted a Communist gov’t in Afghanistan
· US responded by supporting Muslim rebels
· Soviets widely controlled the cities, while the rebels controlled the mountainous countryside
· Soviet presence angered many Afghans and led them to support the Mujahidin
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/c0/34/9d/c0349dcef7c555a3b95058b898349657.jpg]
· The war was a stalemate, thus Soviet forces withdrew
· This led to a divided nation, setting the stage for the Taliban to seize power
Impact on Afghanistan
· 5 million became refugees in other nations
· Much of the land was destroyed
[image: https://libcom.org/files/afghan.jpg]
· Soviets left hundreds of thousands landmines behind
· Al-Qaeda was able to operate in Afghanistan
· Mujahidin leaders were unable to unite the various groups within Afghanistan
· Different areas were controlled by various warlords
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/d/da/Afghanistan_Warlord.png]
· This led to a divided nation, setting the stage for the Taliban to seize power
The Taliban
· Taliban means “students”
[image: http://vignette2.wikia.nocookie.net/uncyclopedia/images/7/7c/Taliban.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20100818192555]
· Ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001 with support from Pakistan
· Believed in strict interpretation of Islamic law
· Known for being incredibly brutal to women
· Women were forced out of school and faced death if educated
· Responsible for countless deaths due to ethnic cleansing
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.longwarjournal.org/threat-matrix/images/Afgh-security%20-map-ICOS.JPG]
· US supported the Taliban prior to 1996, as they were anti-Iranian
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